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Hello, Neighbor

Rollins’ Lakeside Neighborhood is
setting a new standard in liberal arts
living and learning.
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A SHORE BET
Thanks to the efforts of enterprising Tars, the shore of Lake Virginia
on the southeast side of campus is looking a lot greener these days.
Dozens of students, faculty, and alumni came together in April to
complete an ambitious shoreline restoration project spearheaded
by Sustainability Program coordinator Jason Makris ’23. With the
aid of a Green School Grant from the City of Winter Park, Makris
and team planted more than 750 native aquatic plants along the
lakeshore, restoring one of the most beautiful views on America’s
most beautiful campus and planting the seeds of a more balanced,
resilient ecosystem.
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DID YOU KNOW?
Supporting student organizations
like the Sustainability Program
is one of the many ways your
gifts to The Rollins Annual Fund
help our students develop their
passions and create a brighter
future. You can be a part of this
transformational impact by making
a gift at rollins.edu/give.

I’m grateful for the opportunity to pursue my
dreams and hone my skills as a documentarian.
The financial support I received at Rollins
helped me participate in transformative servicelearning and study abroad opportunities. Thank
you for supporting The Rollins Annual Fund.
— Renee Sang ’21

Adorning the walls of the Cornell Fine Arts Museum this past spring was Renee Sang ’21’s profound art exhibition
addressing the impact of development on communities. During her time at Rollins, the double major in studio art and
critical media and cultural studies developed her craft both on the canvas and behind the camera by combining interests
in art, film, and media alongside a passion for service. In fall 2022, Sang will start grad school at University College
London to further her work as a documentarian focused on social justice.
Turn to page 42 or visit rollins.college/giving to see how your gifts supporting The Rollins Annual Fund help students like
Renee pursue their dreams.
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Interview by Luke Woodling ’17MBA | Photos by Scott Cook

A Conversation with THE PRESIDENT

Living-Learning Levels Up
President Grant Cornwell offers a behind-the-scenes glimpse at the vision for
the new Lakeside Neighborhood and explores how this next-level residential
community is giving more Tars than ever access to the full Rollins experience.
When Rollins
brought Lakeside
Neighborhood
and its more than
500 beds online
this past fall,
the College significantly increased its
capacity to provide students with the
full residential liberal arts experience.
Why is that so important? The way I like
to say it is that we’re a residential liberal arts
college on purpose. A Rollins education is the
totality of our students’ experience here, and
we know that the very project of living and
learning together deepens and enriches our
students’ holistic education. All the data backs
this up. Research shows that students who
reside on campus—especially in a residential
liberal arts community—retain at a higher rate,
have stronger and deeper learning outcomes,
and are more connected as alumni. In college,
you spend much less time in class than you
did at any other point in your education, so
the question is, ‘What are you doing with the
rest of your time?’ If you’re living on campus,
the answer is that you’re going to lectures,
art exhibitions, and film screenings; you’re
studying with your peers, working on group
projects, and leading student organizations.
Our campus is designed to facilitate that
kind of relational learning, and if students
aren’t living on campus, they are missing part
of that organic commerce. With Lakeside
Neighborhood, Kathleen W. Rollins Hall, the
Cornell Campus Center, and Olin Library,
we’ve engineered campus to immerse students
in the project of liberal education 24/7.
In your speech at the Lakeside
Neighborhood ribbon cutting, you

referenced a quote from philosopher and
educational reformer John Dewey: “The
very process of living together educates.”
How is that idea reflected in Lakeside
Neighborhood and, more broadly, in
Rollins’ approach to residential life?
This has to do with diversity and identity.
All college students are in a phase of their
life where they’re engaged in very active
identity formation, and we’re trying to help
them understand who they are in relation
to others—but not only to others who are
just like them. Others who have different
life experiences, different identities, and
different points of view on the world. What
Dewey was writing about was how education
equips students for life in democracy. How
do you bring together a nation, a civil society,
a community of people with very different
identities? Campuses are laboratories
for diverse democracies because we
intentionally invite students to our campus
from all different faith traditions, races,
nations, and socioeconomic classes. Then
we say, ‘Here’s a beautiful small community;
make it work.’ Make it work on a day-to-day
basis in the dining hall, in the classroom,
and in your residence hall, and we surround
them with experts who help guide them
through that journey.
Can you talk about how Lakeside
Neighborhood was designed to promote
student well-being, relational learning,
and community? Let’s start with the
units themselves. One of the problems that
contributes to mental health issues is that
students tend to retreat into private spaces
where their only interaction is through
screens. So we wanted a design that provided

privacy for study and relaxation but that also
kept students in community. In addition to
private rooms and bathrooms, every unit in
Lakeside has a shared space with a kitchen
and living room, so students can cook and
share a meal together, they can study together,
and support and learn from one another.
That focus on community, health, and
wellness is just as pronounced in the common
areas, which are open to the entire campus
community—not just Lakeside residents. We
integrated collaborative spaces throughout
those common areas. Students can come
together in the lounge, the cafe, the Lucy
Cross Center, the pool deck that overlooks
Lake Virginia, and an array of state-of-theart study spaces. The fitness center and
movement studio host group fitness classes,
yoga, meditation—all of these opportunities
for students to develop their health and
well-being in community. And it’s working.
Lakeside Neighborhood is at capacity for fall
2021, and there’s a 100-student wait-list, and
all of the common areas were fully activated
from the minute they opened.
As of midsummer, the College is
projecting a 97 percent occupancy rate
in residence halls for the fall semester,
which means we’ll have the largest
number of students living on campus in
school history. That has to excite you.
I can’t wait. When I came to Rollins, we could
house about 60 percent of our students on
campus. Today, we’re able to house more than
75 percent, giving the majority of students
access to the full value of this immersive living
and learning experience. Together, we have
taken the most beautiful campus in the nation
and re-engineered it for the 21st century.
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ON CAMPUS

February 17

The Rollins community celebrated the inaugural Thad & Polly Seymour Acts of
Kindness Day in honor of the College’s 12th president, Thaddeus Seymour ’82HAL
’90H, and his widow, Polly. Students, faculty, staff, and Polly herself kicked off the
new tradition with acts big and small—from pitching in at Thad’s beloved Habitat
for Humanity to creating craft kits for kids at the Winter Park Day Nursery.

April 13

Fox Day returns! Students and faculty were more excited than
ever to see the sly fox appear on Tars Plaza in the wee morning
hours of a perfect spring Florida day. Highlights from the muchanticipated day off included poolside painting at the new Lakeside
Neighborhood and a socially distanced picnic on Mills Lawn.

April 2

Rollins joined the effort to stop the spread of COVID-19 by
offering doses of the vaccine to residential students in early
April. Since then, the Wellness Center has administered
hundreds of doses to students, faculty, staff, and their family
members. In May, the College joined President Joe Biden’s
College Vaccine Challenge to help fully vaccinate nearly half
the U.S. population by July 4.

May 8

Class of 2021 College of Liberal Arts graduates
celebrated the next step in their journey at an
emotional commencement ceremony. Later that
day, 2020 CLA grads were welcomed back to
participate in their own special commencement
celebration, which had been postponed due to the
COVID-19 pandemic.
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Rollins360

Stay up to date online
ROLLINS.EDU/NEWS

Peak Performance

Rollins’ seven valedictorians reminisce about favorite memories,
share secrets to success, reveal aspirations, and look forward to
what’s next.
rollins.college/2021-valedictorians

Fulbright Fortune

Four graduates carry forth the College’s long legacy of Fulbright
Scholars, which includes 85 awardees since 1951. Explore how
Rollins prepared these global ambassadors for success.
rollins.college/fulbright

Accelerated Pathways

Through Rollins’ Hamilton Holt School’s new accelerated
graduate degree programs, students have the opportunity to earn
a master’s degree alongside a bachelor’s, allowing them to save
time and money while jump-starting their careers.
rollins.college/accelerated-pathways

Noted
Rollins has been named a voter-friendly
campus for the fourth time since 2017 by
Campus Vote Project and the Student Affairs
Administrators in Higher Education. The College
was among just 234 universities across the nation
to earn the designation for 2021-22.
For the third consecutive year, Phi Theta Kappa has
recognized Rollins as one of the nation’s best colleges for
transfer students.
Rollins’ focus on global citizenship, study abroad, and
responsible leadership has once again earned the College a
spot in the top producers of Fulbright Scholars.

Center Stage

Rollins has recently received a $3 million grant from the Florida
Charities Foundation toward the College’s new theater and
dance complex, which will become the state-of-the-art home
for student-run performance at Rollins.
rollins.college/theatre-facility
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By Rob Humphreys ’16MBA | Photos Courtesy Paul Day

Crafting an Icon
How renowned British sculptor Paul Day created a
Rollins monument to the College’s most famous alum.
As a Brit, how familiar were you with Mister Rogers? Prior
to meeting Allan Keen, I had never heard the name Fred Rogers. But
when I Googled him, up came a mountain of information and I started
watching Fred Rogers extracts from the Neighborhood on YouTube
and began to get a flavor of who he was. It was a monumental shock
to discover somebody so important for the very first time, not only in
cultural terms but someone important in terms of morality, wisdom,
and a voice of sanity in an extremely troubled world.

On October 28, Rollins will unveil a permanent outdoor tribute
to the late Fred Rogers ’51 ’74H, beloved alumnus, cultural icon,
and creator of the groundbreaking PBS children’s TV series,
Mister Rogers’ Neighborhood.
Standing over 7 feet tall and weighing more than 3,000
pounds, A Beautiful Day for a Neighbor depicts Mister Rogers in
his signature sweater and sneakers, surrounded by children and
holding Daniel Striped Tiger, a shy, gentle tiger who is equal parts
timid and brave. Other hand puppets, fellow inhabitants of the
Neighborhood of Make-Believe, adorn the back of the statue, and
lyrics from the show’s famous theme song are commemorated in
script along the bottom.
Commissioned as a gift to Rollins from trustees led by former
board chairman Allan Keen ’70 ’71MBA ’10H, the sculpture was
created by British artist Paul Day in his studio near Dijon in
Burgundy, France. Day is best known for public monuments in
London that include the Iraq & Afghanistan War Memorial and
The Meeting Place, a 30-foot bronze depiction of lovers reuniting in
St. Pancras International Station.
A Beautiful Day for a Neighbor took 11 months and more
than 4,000 hours to complete, utilizing wood, steel, aluminum,
wire, polyurethane, and 5,000-plus pounds of clay. From there, a
team of four artists made the molds to cast the final bronze shell.
The sculpture shipped from France last month and will find its
permanent home in the courtyard between Knowles Memorial
Chapel and the Annie Russell Theatre.
We recently caught up with Day to ask about his design
process and how he drew inspiration to memorialize Rollins’
patron saint—or, as Day more accurately clarifies, “one of
America’s patron saints.”
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How did you decide on the setting of Fred Rogers
surrounded by children? When I started to research what he
stood for, what he did, I felt the sculpture needed to show Mister
Rogers doing what he did, which was how he was known—through the
TV set, the puppets, the little documentaries. I wanted to put Mister
Rogers in context. He always said that everything he did was about
celebrating the lives of children everywhere, so I thought that’s the
key to making a successful sculpture of Mister Rogers. It’s to put
him in the very heart of children’s lives and have him in the place
he’d always want to be, and that is communicating very deeply on a
one-to-one level with children.
You worked very closely with Joanne Rogers ’50 ’05H,
Fred’s wife, before her passing in January. How did you
meet and how did her insights impact your approach? My
wife and I were going to be spending a week in Akron, Ohio, and that’s
not so far from where she lived in Latrobe, Pennsylvania. A light bulb
went off and I thought, is there any way I could meet Mrs. Rogers?
Joanne and I spent at least two hours together, and we just chatted
and loved and talked. It was wonderful. Talking to Joanne about Fred
made it so personal and visceral in my heart. She was my go-to person,
the acid test for my work. If Joanne was happy with it, then I passed
the test. I’m so sad she won’t be able to join us for the unveiling. But
she did see the finished piece, and I was reassured to find that she
thoroughly approved of what I’d done.
What else can you tell us about the design? It’s figurative
sculpture with a little bit of Paul Day influence in it. Although it’s not a
relief and in perspective, I tilted the face to an angle and created a slightly
raised view onto it. As you walk around from the front to the back, you
walk around in the world of real things into the world of Mister Rogers’
Neighborhood. It’s almost Shakespearean, isn’t it, the Neighborhood?
You go into the unreal world of make-believe to discover the real. It’s
there where Mister Rogers dealt with fundamental issues of existence,
and I want to celebrate the genius of that program and the brilliance of
using fiction to delve into the very heart of the real. You have to be in the
realm of fiction to understand what it is to be a human being.
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Home Base

Greenhouse
Gains
Rollins’ new rooftop
greenhouse is a technological
masterpiece, with more than
800 plant species and climatecontrolled rooms designed for
student and faculty research.
Perched atop the Bush Science Center like an airy,
steel-beamed architectural marvel from a bygone
world’s fair, Rollins’ new rooftop greenhouse is a
splendid sight to behold. But exterior beauty only
tells half the story.
Step inside this fully automated, climatecontrolled environment and you’ll find a botanical
wonderland of 800-plus plant species—from
orchids and herbs to the famously odd corpse plant
that just a few years ago landed Rollins a spot in
Ripley’s Believe It or Not.
Completed in September, the rooftop
greenhouse is a marked upgrade from its onground predecessor built in 1983 on the shores of
Lake Virginia. Now students and professors just
have to walk down the hall to gather their objects
of inquiry for lessons spanning everything from
mitosis to photosynthesis.
“Having the greenhouse as part of the Bush
Science Center really complements our educational
goals,” says Paul Stephenson, associate professor
of biology. “It’s a great step forward for the biology
department, and we’re thrilled to have it.”
Featuring four distinct areas—the headhouse,
teaching collection room, faculty research room,
and student research room—as well as state-of-theart technology and reverse osmosis water filtration,
the rooftop greenhouse is literally taking science at
Rollins to the next level. The third floor, to be exact.
“They went top of the line here,” says Alan
Chryst ’93, Rollins’ greenhouse manager since
1998. “It’s a wonderful utilization of space, a true
extension of the labs.”
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A seemingly ordinary, plantfree room, the headhouse is
actually of great importance,
providing access to electricity,
sinks, storage, and counter
space for pot washing,
repotting, and general
maintenance. It’s also the office
of work-study student Lia
Potter ’22, an environmental
studies major. “Working
here is like being in a tropical
rainforest,” she says.

By Rob Humphreys ’16MBA | Photos by Scott Cook

A Living Education

Akin to a library, the teaching collection room is where most of the
plants live. The structure’s largest room, it includes nine tables on
rolling tracks, not to mention myriad rafters for hanging. “We have
plants from all over the world,” says Chryst, “because you never
know what the students and faculty are going to ask for.”

Learning by Doing

Similar in function to its
faculty counterpart, the
student research room can be
customized for the needs of
individual students or entire
classes. Due to the pandemic,
it has yet to be used to its
full capabilities, but that will
change come fall. Currently, the
room houses xeric plants, like
cacti, found in dry conditions.

Real Research

In the faculty research room, professors conduct their own
research on four tables that can be adjusted for mist and
irrigation. When we visited this past winter, the room held
plants that thrive in shade and humidity, including carnivorous
varieties, mangroves, a Central American cacao plant, and a
coffee tree native to Ethiopia.

Smart Seeds

Think of your Nest hub at home, only on
steroids. With a wall-mounted, touch-screen
interface and remote functionality, the
Seed climate-control system manages every
possible growth variable. In addition to
controlling heat, humidity, lighting, irrigation,
and mist for each room, it also powers large
retractable shade cloths.
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Hello,
By Stephanie Rizzo ’09 | Photos by Scott Cook

Welcome to Rollins’ Lakeside Neighborhood, a
residential complex focused on health, wellness,
and community that’s setting a new standard in
liberal arts living and learning.
When Jared Mueller ’22 returned to campus last fall, he was feeling a little lost. The
pandemic had disrupted the end of the previous spring semester and made connecting
with friends over the summer difficult. Back on campus for the fall, Mueller was assigned
to a random room selection, which made it more challenging to connect with his
established community of peers.
“But then a new opportunity presented itself,” he says. “A friend from my international
business cohort reached out to see if I’d be interested in moving in with him and his roommate.”
That friend was Matthew Hengelsberg ’21, a fourth-year resident assistant in Lakeside
Neighborhood, the new 250,000-square-foot residential community perched along the
Lake Virginia shoreline.
“I wasn’t sure how I felt about moving again,” says Mueller. “But then I decided just to go
for it. And I have to say—hands down—it was one of the best decisions I’ve ever made.”
Mueller and his roommates forged their own bubble of community during the pandemic.
They’d meet up for study sessions and late-night chats. They’d hold movie nights in their
communal living room and cook family-style dinner in their full-size kitchen while quizzing
each other on global trade policy or international markets. They went door to door handing
out candy on Halloween and supplies for root beer floats during finals. Mostly, they tried to
support other residents who were just trying to make it through the weirdest year of their lives.
“I learned so much from my friends in Lakeside. They really acted as my mentors during
that time, and they still do,” says Mueller.
His roommates encouraged him to follow in their footsteps and become an RA. He
applied and got the position. This fall, he’ll have his own group of Lakeside residents to guide.
“If I didn’t have the opportunity to live in Lakeside with this group of people, I honestly
have no idea where I’d be,” he says. “The relationships I built in Lakeside will last forever. They
taught me more about supporting your neighbors than I ever would’ve learned on my own,
and I hope to do the same thing for my residents.”
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THE SETUP FOR

Success

Despite opening during one of the
most challenging years in recent
history, Lakeside Neighborhood
has been an overwhelming success
in Rollins’ continuing mission to
revolutionize the way students live,
learn, and engage with the world
around them.
With space for more than 500
residents and dozens of communal
areas that are open to all Tars

regardless of where they lay their
head, Lakeside is simultaneously
expanding horizons and residential
capacity. It’s a true living-learning
community combining the best in
independent living with countless
features designed to promote health
and well-being, and students are
already thriving in this environment
despite the myriad challenges of
the past year.

In fact, they can’t wait to return
to campus. Thanks to Lakeside,
Rollins is poised to see the largest
number of students living on
campus in the College’s 136-year
history, with an occupancy rate of
97 percent projected for the fall
2021 semester.
During his speech at the
Lakeside Neighborhood dedication
ceremony in February, President
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Grant Cornwell shared the first
line of a quote from famed
philosopher and educational
reformer John Dewey’s book,
Democracy and Education:

in the power of the residential
experience and what it brings to
the educational process,” says Leon
Hayner, Rollins’ dean of students.
“Over the years, there’s been lots of

“... the very process of living together
educates,” writes Dewey. “It enlarges and
enlightens experience; it stimulates and
enriches imagination; it creates responsibility
for accuracy and vividness of statement and
thought. A man really living alone (alone
mentally as well as physically) would have
little or no occasion to reflect upon his past
experience to extract its net meaning.”
When Dewey teamed up with
former president Hamilton Holt to
develop and refine plans for the
Rollins College Conference in 1931, he
never could have imagined that one
day his words would be embodied
by a facility designed to maximize
learning via shared experience.
“We always knew we wanted
to increase our residential capacity
because we believe so deeply
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research that expands upon what
Dewey said. We now know that living
on campus leads to higher GPAs,
greater personal satisfaction, greater
community engagement, and better
retention rates.”
So when the College set out to
build a new kind of residential facility,
we didn’t start with blueprints and
technical specifications—at least
not initially. We started with a list of

Rollins’ core values of scholarship,
service, citizenship, engagement,
and leadership. And we asked a
fundamental question: If a place
could embody these key aspects
of a student’s development, what
would it look like?
The answer was Lakeside
Neighborhood, where all Rollins
students—not just Lakeside
residents—can take advantage of
the state-of-the-art fitness center or
take a group class at the movement
studio. They can meet up with friends
and hash out the next great startup
venture over Fair Trade coffee at
the cafe, which is attached to the
expanded C-Store, or engage in a
group study session on the pool
deck while getting their daily dose
of vitamin D. They can spread out in
the co-working space featuring large
tables for group projects and smaller
spots for independent study.
All of Lakeside, from the main
atrium overlooking Lake Virginia to
the latest tech in the private study
rooms, is designed with student
engagement in mind.
“And in that way, we built a
program, not a building,” says Hayner.
“The building is designed around
facilitating the program, and not the
other way around.”

Sustained

SUPPORT

One major component of that
program is mentorship from
orientation to commencement.
Mentors abound in Lakeside, whether
it’s the dedicated team of resident
assistants assigned to each floor or
the staff of graduate assistants who
live alongside undergrads and handle
much of the day-to-day administration
that keeps the facility running.

Several support-focused
departments have found new homes
in Lakeside thanks to its central
location. The Office of Residential Life
& Explorations oversees on-campus
living and offers ongoing community
support, while the Center for Inclusion
& Campus Involvement facilitates
student government as well as more
than 150 student organizations that

span everything from Greek life and
academic societies to cultural and
identity-based clubs. The Lucy Cross
Center for Women and Their Allies
provides a comfortable, inclusive
space for forging connections and
promoting social justice. Having
these resources just down the hall
means they’re integrated into the
students’ daily lived experience,
making support systems and outlets
for engagement an inextricable
component of residential life.
And then there’s the organic
mentorship that comes with having
the space to get creative. Last year,
resident assistant Yoke Tassent ’22
taught virtual “Cooking on a College
Budget” classes to residents looking
to hone their culinary skills.
“I wanted to find a way to get
my residents together in a COVID
world,” says Tassent. “And I thought,
‘Well, food always improves the
atmosphere.’ And having a few
good recipes in your back pocket
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is an important skill for living
independently.”
Tassent reached out to Dining
Services, which was offering meal kits
to residents in addition to conventional
takeout. Tassent met with the kitchen
staff and learned how to make some
of Skillman Dining Hall’s most popular
dishes, which she, in turn, passed
along to students living in Lakeside.
“We’d come together online
once a month,” she says. “I’d read off

18 | Summer 2021

the instructions, and we’d all cook
together. People could ask questions
in the chat, and we all got to meet
our neighbors in a safe fashion. And
the kitchens in Lakeside are so great
for learning to cook because you
have the big island where several
friends or roommates can gather and
learn together.”
The program was only meant to
run through the fall semester, but
it was so successful that Tassent

continued it throughout the academic
year. Looking back on the experience,
she says it perfectly encapsulates
how Lakeside strikes a balance
between fostering independence and
building community.
“Having all of these programs
in such close proximity is really useful
to students,” she says. “It allows
them to transition into adulthood
while keeping a network of mentors
close by.”

Wellness

FRONT AND CENTER

Another hallmark of becoming a
global citizen and responsible leader
is learning to care for yourself and
for others. Health and wellness
matter now more than ever, and
Rollins is way ahead of the game
when it comes to taking a holistic
approach to well-being. The key? As
with most things at Lakeside, it’s all
about balance.
“Living in Lakeside during my
senior year couldn’t have been more
ideal,” says communication major and
Lakeside RA Papaa Kodzi ’21. “It was
great to have a place that felt like
home, where I could study, work out,
and bond with my friends in all sorts

of different spaces. Connecting with
my roommates at our weekly ‘family
dinners’ and with other residents
at the pool and gym are some of
my best memories. I’m so glad that
I got a chance to live there before
I graduated, and I’d move back if
they’d let me.”
Lakeside features a slew of
community spaces designed for both
contemplation and conversation,
from a cascading terrace to the
poolside fire pit, where students
debate everything from dinner plans
to that day’s class discussion on
effective marketing campaigns. Also
peppered throughout the space are
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smaller nooks designed for
focus, independent study, and
decompression. For the latter,
nothing beats the restorative
power of taking in the views of

The concept of balance and
connection extends to the living
areas, which deliver the best in
both independent and communal
living. Students benefit from private

“It’s no accident that we built Lakeside right
in the center of campus so that it forms a
constellation of spaces that include Olin Library,
Kathleen W. Rollins Hall, and the Cornell
Campus Center,” says Hayner. “The connection
to the heart of campus makes it easier than ever
for our students to connect with the community.”
Lake Virginia. Despite all of these
opportunities for privacy, you’re also
right in the thick of it when you’re
ready to re-engage.
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bedrooms and bathrooms while
having seamless access to common
areas like the living room, dining
room, and full kitchen, where the

multifunctional island is perfect
for hitting the books or preparing
a healthy meal with ingredients
purchased downstairs in the C-Store.
When cooking isn’t on the menu,
healthy fuel for the body—freshpressed juices, salads, and smoothies
at the on-site cafe—is still never
far from reach. Neither is further
nourishment for the mind, body, and
soul. In Lakeside’s 5,000-square-foot
fitness center and attached movement
studio, students take traditional
group fitness classes like pilates or
yoga and also receive instruction on
mindfulness, nutrition, and meditation.
“Lakeside is so much more than a
beautiful building,” adds Hayner. “It’s
a fulfillment of a promise to deliver a
21st-century education and a wealth of
experiences to our students in order
to set them up to lead meaningful
lives and productive careers.”

POISED FOR

Progress

From the co-location of our signature programs to the reimagining of our dining offerings, explore all the
different ways Rollins is building on more than a hundred years of liberal arts traditions to create a 21st-century
campus centered on the student experience.

1

2

5

3

1. Kathleen W. Rollins Hall
Rollins’ headquarters of applied learning, Kathleen W.
Rollins Hall, is a launch pad to everything from study
abroad and internships to social entrepreneurship and
prestigious scholarships.

2. Rooftop Greenhouse
A technological marvel sitting atop Bush Science
Center, Rollins’ new greenhouse houses more than
800 species of plants and climate-controlled rooms
designed for student and faculty research.

3. Innovation Triangle
The College is undertaking an ambitious
development project that will include an expanded
Crummer Graduate School of Business, an all-new

4

space for the College’s fine arts museum, and a
71-room expansion of the Alfond Inn.

4. Theatre & Dance Facility
Thanks to a $3 million grant from the Florida Charities
Foundation, Rollins is planning for a new theater and
dance complex, which will become the state-of-the-art
home for student-run performance at Rollins.

5. Skillman Dining Hall
Student success is powered by healthy fuel for the
body, a core tenet of Rollins’ holistic approach to
wellness. The College’s newly renovated main dining
hall in the Cornell Campus Center offers everything
from authentic international cuisine and made-to-order
pizzas to innovative vegan and allergen-free creations.

Rollins.edu | 21

A History for
the Future

This past semester, Rollins faculty, staff, and students were hard at work
uncovering untold histories from the Great Migration for an original art
installation coming to campus next year.
Legendary voices like Maya Angelou and Langston Hughes are household
names, but what about Rita Dove and Countee Cullen? These Black poets are
among hundreds of influential figures explored by Rollins faculty, staff, and
students for a groundbreaking new project from the famed British-Nigerian
artist Yinka Shonibare.
Commissioned by Barbara ’68 and Ted Alfond ’68, the final artwork will be
part of the Alfond Collection of Contemporary Art and will be installed in 2022
in Kathleen W. Rollins Hall. The visual and historical masterpiece will feature
a collection of 600 hardcover books, each bound in dazzling African wax paper
and bearing the name of a poet, philosopher, or historian with personal or
ancestral ties to the 20th-century Great Migration.
Heading up the project is history professor Claire Strom, who assembled
an interdisciplinary team of faculty and staff advisors as well as a group of 12
student interns who conducted research throughout the spring semester.

In 2022, artist Yinka Shonibare’s commissioned artwork will be
permanently installed in Kathleen W. Rollins Hall. Part of the
American Library collection, the final piece will be similar to this
installation at the Cleveland Public Library.
Yinka Shonibare, CBE | The American Library, 2018 | Hardback books, Dutch wax printed
cotton textile, gold foiled names, headphones, interactive application | Dimensions

22 View
| Summer
2021
variable | Installation
at FRONT International,
Cleveland Triennial located at the
Cleveland Public Library, Cleveland, OH, 2018

By Elsa Wenzel | Photos by Scott Cook

Rewarding Research
“Shonibare is hugely famous,” says Strom. “It’s exciting that students are being
able to help create this piece of art that is going to exist for a long time and to
define, through whom they choose, what we mean by the Great Migration.”
The majority of the figures will be portraits of success and struggle,
innovation and inspiration, celebrating well-known figures alongside the
previously unsung. In addition to combing through sources like the trailblazing
Chicago Defender newspaper and the Journal of African American History, some of
the student interns were able to speak with contemporary subjects in real time to
confirm that their ancestors had relocated in the right time period.
“It’s rewarding to see your efforts pay off and be able to add another person to
the spreadsheet,” says Sendy Neika Sejourne ’23, a health services leadership and
management major in Rollins’ Hamilton Holt School. “The biggest challenge for
me is tracing their steps and reasoning for migrating north.”
Artis Gunn ’22, an English and history double major and aspiring professor,
appreciates the timing of this project in light of the rise of human rights
movements such as Black Lives Matter.
“One of the beautiful parts about this project is that we’re shedding light
on the multiple contributions African Americans have made on society,” says
Gunn, “and we’re bringing their works to Rollins so that hopefully they’ll reach
a wider audience.”

Collaboration in Action
Not only is the project a collaboration between faculty, staff, and students in
everything from history to health, but it’s also a cross-continental collaboration
with the London-based artist himself.
Shonibare’s work—which has appeared everywhere from New York City’s
Museum of Modern Art to London’s Victoria & Albert Museum—focuses on the
idea of a hybrid rather than a forced categorization of concepts or events. For
example, the backstory of African wax print textiles, whose vibe has become a
symbol of pride in Black heritage, is part of his statement on globalism.
“The history is such that the design comes from Indonesia, the manufacturing
comes from the Netherlands, and then they were sold to West Africa starting
in the late 19th century,” says art history professor MacKenzie Moon Ryan, who
wrote her master’s thesis on Shonibare. “It doesn’t have to be one-dimensional.
It can be a messier product that’s designed in one place, manufactured in
another, but adopted and really embraced as part of the sign of identity that
transcends one geographic region.”

Next Steps
The Rollins research team has shared their chosen
600 biographies with Shonibare’s team in London, so
now the artists will begin the next phase of coating
the books with wax print paper, gold-embossing onto
the spines the names of the pivotal African Americans
who shaped the American cultural landscape.
In 2022, the Great Migration piece of
Shonibare’s American Library collection will find
an apt home in Rollins’ headquarters of engaged
learning, Kathleen W. Rollins Hall, where it will
invite exploration and inquiry for years to come.
The permanent work will include interactive
biographies featured on an accompanying iPad, and
anyone who seeks to contribute a story of their own
can expand the virtual library.

One of the beautiful parts
about this project is that we’re
shedding light on the multiple
contributions African Americans
have made on society, and we’re
bringing their works to Rollins
so that hopefully they’ll reach a
wider audience.
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— Artis Gunn ’22

LEADERSHIP
LESSONS
(L)EARNED
By Robert Stephens | Photos by Scott Cook

These Rollins grads credit thriving
careers in medicine, law, and business
to lessons learned in service of others.
Mothers have told us for years never to underestimate the goodness of a peanut butter
and jelly sandwich. But even Mom wouldn’t believe how a few PB&Js in the hands of a
college student could energize a career and impact countless lives.
“Going into uncomfortable situations was the best way for me to learn what I didn’t
know,” says Shalini Allam ’13 of her first service-learning experience during her first year
at Rollins. “Serving those sandwiches began to give me the direction I needed and in a
way I never saw coming.”
It turns out, Allam had a head start on her path to becoming a doctor of internal
medicine in the nation’s capital. A new survey from the Association of American
Colleges & Universities (AACU) says 88 percent of hiring managers are more likely to
hire a candidate who has worked “in community settings alongside people from diverse
backgrounds.” And what could be more defining than spending time with homeless people
in a park or leading a group of students into rural Tibet or conversing with a civil rights
champion who lived through the trials of segregation?
“Those types of experiences,” says Allam, “influence more than what you are. They
become part of who you are.”
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ENCOUNTERS LIKE THAT HAVE SHAPED THE
WAY I WANT TO CARE FOR PATIENTS.
SHALINI ALLAM ’13

Photo by Jim Remington

Major: Chemistry
Service Learning: Immersion experiences in
eight locations, including Chicago, Bahamas,
St. Petersburg, and Colorado
Current Role: Resident Physician,
Georgetown University Hospital

Y

ou couldn’t blame Shalini Allam ’13 if she took her credentials as a
doctor of internal medicine and began climbing the career ladder.
But she’s always thinking bigger. Allam’s desire to be a doctor started in
seventh grade when her father had a heart attack. “He was active, only
40, and a doctor himself,” says Allam, “so I wanted to understand how
the heart works and why that happened to him.” At Rollins she also
deepened her understanding of what “care” really means.
“As a biology major my first year, I was a bit lost. So I
changed my major and went on my first Immersion experience. We
were serving peanut butter and jelly sandwiches to homeless people
in St. Petersburg, Florida, when I met this man living in the park. He’d

been an engineer at NASA. His wife battled cancer, died, and he went
bankrupt. That’s why he was there. I began to think of my own biases
about people based on their situations, which often are no fault of
their own. Encounters like that one have shaped the way I want to
care for patients.”
“In South Florida we met an incredible lady who’d suffered
a stroke and used gardening as therapy. She donated her vegetables
to a food pantry. The food pantry then offered classes on how to
cook healthy meals. This lady was shaping a healthier lifestyle for a
community that had never been exposed to it. I’m using some of those
lessons to develop preventive cardiology care for families.”
“When I struggled with the MCAT before med school, my
mentors at Rollins told me, ‘You’re more than a test score. You’ll be
a great doctor.’ It means a lot when someone appreciates you as a
complete person. It’s how health care should be. In fact, I’ve decided to
stay here another year as chief resident instead of moving on so I can
encourage new residents to see each patient as more than an ailment.
Each one is a person with value and a life story that needs to be told.”
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THE LEADERSHIP SKILLS I LEARNED THROUGH
SERVICE HELPED SHAPE MY CAREER.
STEVE MILLER ’09

Major: International Relations
Service Learning: Developed Rollins Relief as
the first student-led service-learning program
at the College
Current Role: Senior Vice President of Strategy,
eCommerce, and Analytics, Dick’s Sporting Goods

S

teve Miller ’09 arrived at Rollins from the Cleveland, Ohio, area
in August 2005 with a grand vision. He’d engage in spirited
discussions. He’d use those discussions as preparation for law school.
“I saw myself being a pro bono attorney for underrepresented people,”
says Miller. Shortly after his first day of class, he saw something more
vivid: images from Louisiana after Hurricane Katrina struck. Miller
had barely unpacked his belongings when he went to meet with
Micki Meyer, Lord Family assistant vice president of student affairs community, and said, ‘I want to do something now.’ Looking back, he
can see he was in the right place.
“They told me it was a great idea … for the next spring.
It wasn’t what I wanted to hear, but they were right. I needed to learn
the reality of pulling something off in an area ravaged by disaster.
We had to find places to sleep. We needed transportation where
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all the vehicles were flooded. We had to secure personal protective
equipment in quantity. And we needed to be useful rather than just
show up. The leadership skills I learned through that experience
helped shape my career.”
“The Katrina project started the flywheel in motion.
We called it Rollins Relief. Within months it transformed from
a project into a program—the birth of service learning at Rollins.
Students would lead teams that included professors. You’d be on a
first-name basis and wouldn’t yield power due to hierarchy. Instead,
you had to move people through influence. That’s a valuable asset in
any company or organization.”
“I had a lot of ‘at bats’ at Rollins. We engaged in local disaster
relief several times. There’s nothing more personal than picking up
the pieces of someone’s home—the pictures, diplomas, and favorite
movies strewn about. You’re putting together a mosaic of the person
in the rubble. It’s life-changing because it isn’t a sanitized volunteer
experience. At the end of the day, I went to Harvard Business School
instead of law school because I came to believe businesses can influence
change in communities with more speed and scale than politics or
law. That’s what I enjoy about Dick’s: engaging daily in service-minded
leadership, which makes me appreciate all the ‘at bats’ I took at Rollins.”

BRIAN BOONE ’09

I

Major: International Business
Service Learning: Studied abroad in China,
Tibet, and Spain; organized Chi Psi fraternity’s
partnership with Second Harvest Food Bank
Current Role: President, Hylant

t’s obvious Brian Boone ’09 doesn’t want to talk about himself.
Mention that he was named to Orlando Business Journal’s 40 Under
40 list in 2019, and he turns the conversation to “our Hylant family.”
Ask about his role as president of the 86-year-old company—one of
the nation’s largest privately held, full-service insurance brokerages—
and it’s we, we, we. “We always want to think beyond our walls so
we can make positive differences.” Hmm, that sounds a lot like what
he did at Rollins.

“Our fraternity had money left over at the end of my
sophomore year. A friend and I thought we could use it to buy
nonperishable food. So our advisors at Rollins said, ‘Why don’t you
coordinate with Second Harvest Food Bank?’ Instead of dropping off
food, we were encouraged to build relationships with the people on the

receiving end. The partnership is still active today. I always appreciated
how we were empowered to figure out solutions to fill a need rather than
being told what to do and how to do it.”
“We went into villages in Tibet where we might have been the first
Westerners they’d ever met. Many of the people have no running water.
They’re working for food and shelter on a daily basis. And here we are,
frustrated about cell-phone service. To this day, I’m reminded there’s a
person with unique life experiences on the other end of every email or
conversation. It’s important to ask questions, to listen, and to find out
what they’re going through so we can offer meaningful help.”
“My ancestry traces back to China, so going there and
witnessing daily life in a communist country made me more grateful
for our opportunities in the United States not only to improve our
economic standing but to make positive change around us. It’s why
I encourage our Hylant team to rally all of us around whatever causes
they’re passionate about—pediatric cancer, foster-care services,
Special Olympics. It goes back to using our time and resources in
a responsible manner. When we do that, it’s good for business and
for the world.”

THE EXPERIENCES BECAME
A PART OF WHO I AM.
ERIN BRIOSO ’14

Major: Philosophy
Service Learning: Led teams to Nepal for
Making Lives Better; helped develop Rollins’
Bonner Leaders Program
Current Role: International Licensing Manager,
King Features, a unit of Hearst

O

n a bookshelf in Erin Brioso ’14’s home are pictures of her two
wedding ceremonies. Different locations, same husband. In
one, she and Aditya Mahara ’12 are next to Lake Virginia on the
Rollins campus where they met. The other ceremony is in Nepal,
the country where Mahara grew up and Brioso broadened her
global perspective while working with the student organization
Making Lives Better, which was co-founded by Mahara. These are
among the through-lines weaving Brioso’s story together: Rollins,
Nepal, and now New York, where she’s growing both her family
and her career.

“Watching our 3-month-old son explore in our home
reminds me of stretching my own worldview in Nepal. The first
thing I noticed there was the trash. There’s no consistent garbage
management, so they burn it, which compounds fundamental

needs like clean air, clean water, and clean soil. It’s easy to notice
the big problems like poverty and hunger, but when you pay closer
attention, you discover so many factors at play. The cross-cultural
empathy I gained is directly related to how I approach my work.
Listen first. Then determine how brands fit into a given market and
culture in a mutually beneficial way.”
“It can be hard to think beyond yourself as a teenager.
I once thought I’d read books for a living. But once I experienced
service learning, I couldn’t get enough. The staff and faculty
eventually asked me to help develop the Bonner Leaders Program,
which pairs incoming students with nonprofit organizations, with
scholarships built into it. It’s an honor to know I helped create a
clear path for students to engage in responsible leadership and
sustainable service.”
“I’ve never been able to re-create the exact recipe that
made Rollins feel like family. You build your closest relationships
when you serve together. That’s why the alternative breaks were so
popular. Instead of vacationing at the beach, we’d build homes with
Habitat for Humanity in New Orleans or work with at-risk students
in Chicago. The experiences became a part of who I am, and so did
the people I met, learned from, and grew to love.”
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IT PREPARED ME TO PURSUE
ANYTHING THAT EXCITES ME.
ADRIAN COHN ’10

Major: Critical Media and Cultural Studies
Service Learning: Expanded student-led
Rollins Relief program; organized
fundraising for local, national, and
international relief efforts
Current Role: Head of Marketing, Smartling

A

drian Cohn ’10 lives and works in arguably the best place to feed his
curiosity about people: New York City. He actually grew up in the
Big Apple before heading off to a friendly place called Rollins College
where he would, of all things, gain a more complete understanding
of the world. “Rollins didn’t prepare me for a job,” he says, sounding
at first like he’s making a confession unfit for this publication. “It
prepared me to pursue anything that excites me.”
“Hurricane Katrina flooded my dad’s childhood home.
So I had a personal interest when Steve Miller ’09 invited me on
a Rollins Relief trip. Two years after the storm we could still see
physical damage, but the most profound moments were sitting
in homes and listening to people tell very personal stories. I
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remembered this when I developed a Smartling campaign called
‘Move the World with Words.’ It’s a compilation of stories about
our translators around the world. Nothing establishes emotional
attachments better than real stories by real people.”
“Two initiatives were crucial when I became president of
Rollins Relief. One: fundraising, so students wouldn’t have to spend
a lot of money for the privilege of shoveling muck during spring break.
Two: curating genuine cultural experiences. We ate amazing food with
Leah Chase, the Louisiana restaurant owner who during the height
of segregation invited white and black people to eat together. She
knew, together, people with different backgrounds would make the
community stronger. I consider that a priceless lesson.”
“My career path has taken a lot of turns. That’s by choice.
I’ve worked for nonprofits, small consultancies, and now at
Smartling we’re making it possible for people around the globe
to read digital content in their own languages. It’s about bringing
the unique character of small communities into the context of
our global community, which is a similar purpose to our service
experiences at Rollins.”

FAY OLGA PAPPAS ’09

A

Major: Political Science
Service Learning: Created the Rollins
College FORUM to bring representatives of
all sides of challenging community issues to
campus for dialogues that would facilitate
solutions to some of the world’s most
pressing problems
Current Role: Serious Personal Injury Attorney,
Bailey Fisher Law Firm

ttorney Fay Olga Pappas ’09 knows exactly who she is. “I’m
the person there for you the day after the worst day of your life.
Overnight, someone else’s negligence shattered their lives. It’s my job
to help them put the pieces back together while making our community
safer for everyone.” Near her bed, she keeps a decal from the Rollins
Alumni Board with the likeness of Fred Rogers ’51 ’74H and the words
“Life is for Service.” She keeps it visible for good reasons.
“‘What is your passion?’ This was the first question Rollins’
director of external and competitive scholarships Jayashree
Shivamoggi asked me just a few days into my first year. Dr. Jay would
be instrumental in not only nurturing my passion for public service,
but in matching me with the right opportunities to explore it. Rollins

College, without a doubt, strives to develop the responsible, educated
American leaders of tomorrow from day one but doesn’t stop there.
Dr. Jay and Rollins were determined that I have access to the same
opportunities as my peers (or greater) in the Ivy Leagues, and I
couldn’t be more grateful for the belief placed in me.”
“Tough conversations can be the best conversations. That’s
why the school allowed me to start Rollins FORUM. I’d invite key
stakeholders from different points of views on community topics
to publicly discuss them on campus. We didn’t create the FORUM
to advocate for one side versus the other, but rather to offer each
stakeholder an opportunity to make their case before the student
body. Our real objective was to open dialogue.”
“No student in law school had what I brought from Rollins:
a sincere passion for public service and a deep understanding that
different points of view have value. Though I now make a career as
an advocate, my greatest tool is the ability to hear my opponent out.
Every single case involves a problem in need of a solution. I’d never
be as effective of an advocate if I stayed inside my own thoughts. We
don’t have to like what our opposition has to say, but we can recognize
that what drives us all is a common set of values. Once we do, that’s
when even the most difficult problems can be solved.”

Life is for Service

Supporting opportunities for service learning is one of the many ways your gifts to The Rollins Annual Fund help students become global
citizens and responsible leaders. You can be a part of these pivotal waypoints on their journeys by making a gift at rollins.edu/give.
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By Rob Humphreys ’16MBA | Photo by Scott Cook

Keeper of Her Community
Fairolyn H. Livingston ’83, chief historian of the Hannibal Square
Heritage Center, forged her path to advocacy at Rollins.
For the woman described as “the institutional memory of Winter
Park’s west side,” going back to Rollins was unfinished business—and
the roots of something new.
Born and raised a few blocks west of Park Avenue, in the
historically Black community of Hannibal Square, Fairolyn H.
Livingston ’83 attended Hungerford High School in Eatonville before
earning her associate’s degree from Ocala’s Hampton Junior College
(today’s College of Central Florida) in 1966.
Five years later, married with two children, she became a case
worker with the Department of Welfare on West Morse Boulevard.
Some of her co-workers had returned to school at Rollins, and in 1981,
at the age of 35, she decided it was time to follow their lead.
Studying humanities in Rollins’ Hamilton Holt School,
Livingston benefitted from small, discussion-based evening and
weekend classes that allowed her to keep working full time.
“It was a relaxed environment,” says Livingston. “There were
people in my age range, single parents and married with children.
Some people from my community were also students too.”
Attending Rollins gave her the confidence to be a better
professional and, eventually, a leading community advocate. In the
late ’90s, a group of residents tried to save the historical women’s
club building on Pennsylvania Avenue. Ultimately, the building was
lost to development, but one positive did come from their efforts.
Having secured a joint grant from the Winter Park Public Library and
Rollins’ Olin Library, Livingston set about writing a history of the city,
focusing on the significance of an oft-overlooked demographic.
“The grant was about showing Blacks had been instrumental in
the city, in establishment and incorporation, and provided a wealthy
source of labor for visitors in the town,” she says. “That’s how I got
bit by the history bug.”
Today, Livingston is the chief historian at the Hannibal Square
Heritage Center, established in 2007 as a tribute to the past, present,
and future contributions of Winter Park’s African American
community. Over the past three years, she’s won the Historical Society
of Central Florida’s Donald A. Cheney Award and been recognized by
Winter Park Magazine as one of the city’s most influential residents.
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Now, she has added the Fred Rogers Global Citizenship Award,
which honors prominent alumni who exemplify Rollins’ mission
of global citizenship and responsible leadership through their
extraordinary achievements and impact on society.
“It’s like somebody called me up and said I’d won the Nobel
Peace Prize,” says Livingston about winning an award named in
memory of Rollins’ most famous graduate. “It’s so shocking, it still
hasn’t settled in.”
Rogers, who graduated in 1951, volunteered at the Welbourne
Avenue kindergarten day-care center where Livingston was a student.
“So I had contact with him in some ways indirectly,” she remembers,
“but to think that I would get the Fred Rogers Global Citizenship
Award, it’s mind-boggling.”
In addition to growing up in a “close and cohesive neighborhood”
where “we were all in the same schools and churches and children
played together,” Livingston credits her Rollins education with laying
the foundation for a successful career.
“I do believe that the name ‘Rollins’ on my resume really helped
me. That impressed a lot of people,” she says. “But I think going to
Rollins gave me more confidence. You have to understand I grew
up in segregated communities. It wasn’t until I started working
with the state of Florida in 1971 that I started working with
people who did not look like me. Rollins taught me how to
be at ease in all situations and voice my opinion and
speak my truth.”
Livingston is proud of the ties between the College
and Winter Park’s Black community, pointing all the
way back to former president Hamilton Holt bestowing
an honorary degree to civil-rights leader Mary McLeod
Bethune in 1949. “Rollins, in my opinion, has always
been a community partner,” she says.
As for her own legacy? Livingston hopes people
will remember her as “someone who tried to be fair,
available, and giving—because so much was given
to me and I feel the need to give back with my money,
time, and talents.”

Rollins.edu | 31

ROLLINS
READY
Equipped with 21st-century skills, real-world
experience, and lifelong relationships, Rollins
grads step into their futures ready to make the
mark only they can.

Launching a startup before graduation. Using art to
advocate for the voiceless. Fighting for health-care
equality. Rollins graduates are prepared to step into the
big, wide world because they’ve already tested their ability
to make it better.
Through Rollins Gateway—the College’s distinctive
approach to liberal arts learning—they’ve taken broad-based
concepts and skills like creative problem solving and critical
thinking that they’ve developed through our core curriculum
and applied them across disciplines and in communities
across the world. Expert faculty, staff, peers, and alumni
mentors have helped them connect classroom concepts to
real-world scenarios, empowering them to chart their own
course to personal and professional success.
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For Colin Kelly ’19 ’21MBA that course started in marine
biology and led to an MBA from Rollins’ Crummer Graduate
School of Business. For Wyatt Deihl ’21, it was selfdesigning his own major in health, society, and medicine
and finding ways to forge powerful connections on campus
and in the community. For Renee Sang ’21, it was combining
interests in the arts and social justice on her path to
becoming an activist documentarian.
When our students graduate, they’re uniquely prepared
not only to add immediate value to any organization
but to continue on their paths of global citizenship and
responsible leadership. Explore the journeys of five
standout graduates from the Class of 2021 as they take the
next steps in their meaningful lives and productive careers.

P

PROBLEM SOLVING
By Audrey St. Clair ’03 | Photos by Scott Cook

The Business-Minded
Scientist
Colin Kelly ’19 ’21MBA just graduated from Rollins’
Crummer Graduate School of Business and he’s already
the co-founder of a successful medical technology startup
alongside two fellow MBA classmates. Xhalence is a
medical device company that’s developing a breathalyzer to
administer noninvasive glucose testing to Type 1 diabetics.
Kelly’s path to merging interests in biology and
business started his second year during an internship
at the Cornell Cooperative Extension, an educational
system focused on maximizing the state of New York’s
agricultural and natural resources. The marine biology
major not only immersed himself in the hands-on
work of growing oysters to help restore shellfish to the
bays, but also educated members of the local community
on how they could earn income while promoting
environmental justice.

At Rollins, Kelly went on to hone scientific skills through
student-faculty research, serve as the president of Net
Impact, a Crummer student organization devoted to social
and environmental sustainability, and forge invaluable
relationships with mentors like management science
professor Keith Whittingham and Sergie Albino ’10MBA. An
internship at Albino’s clean-tech company ecoSPEARS turned
into a part-time position, exposing Kelly to startup culture
and solidifying his commitment to sustainable business.
“As a marine biology major, I learned how to read,
dissect, and make sense of scientific literature,” says Kelly.
“That provided the science background that I needed.
Then at Crummer, I learned how to start a business, make
connections, and work as an effective leader. My diverse
background at Rollins is what has given me the capacity to
really make a go of Xhalence.”
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COMMUNITY
The Storyteller
Renee Sang ’21 describes digging in the dirt alongside
farmworkers in Apopka just 40 minutes from campus as
“life-changing.” And it’s because she wasn’t just reading
about the political implications of immigration policy or
solely researching the effects of pesticides on farming
communities—she had the opportunity to experience
them firsthand.
While pulling weeds and planting mustard greens,
Sang learned about the lives of migrant farmworkers who
had left their families behind in Mexico and Honduras
and why they’d been lobbying corporate supermarket
chains to raise the price of tomatoes one cent per pound.
Concepts took on real meaning, and social issues she
didn’t even know existed now had a face, a name, and a
story to tell.
Sang declared a double major in studio art and
critical media and cultural studies, fusing interests in art
and film with a newfound passion for social justice. She
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held internships in Morocco and London in journalism
and documentary production, debuted an original art
exhibition at the Cornell Fine Arts Museum, and made
several documentaries, including Planting Seeds, Growing
Justice. That film, which screened at the Global Peace Film
Festival, took her back to those fields in Apopka, where she
turned the camera on the community organizers working to
provide community-garden access to farmworkers suffering
from food insecurity.
“Documentary and art allow me not only to be a critical
thinker, but they give me a platform to present pressing
issues by working with others who have a firsthand account
of the subject,” says Sang, who will begin a master’s
program in ethnographic and documentary filmmaking at
University College London in fall 2022. “I’m grateful that
Rollins allowed me to use my skills in this field to develop
relationships with people and engage in meaningful
dialogue about issues important to them.”

The Policymaker
Wyatt Deihl ’21 just became the first person in his
family to graduate from college. The recession that
began in 2007 left his family reeling, frequently
moving, and sometimes homeless. He recalls a
turning point, while living in a tent in fifth grade,
when he vowed to attend college and interrupt a
cycle of generational poverty.
“I see great value in harnessing the knowledge
I have gained through my lived experiences to fight
for justice for those who lack a voice,” says Deihl,
who has already made great headway on this noble,
personal endeavor while at Rollins.
Deihl self-designed a major in health, medicine,
and society and made quick work of not only
getting involved on campus but also blazing
new trails. He founded the Rollins Public Health
Association, implemented community health
initiatives throughout Florida while serving as
campus director of the 2019 U.N. Millennium
Fellowship, and interned with the LGBTQ+ advocacy
group Equality Florida. Deihl was one of only
62 students nationwide to earn a 2020 Truman
Scholarship, the esteemed award for students
seeking to enter graduate school in pursuit of a
public service career.
“I utilized the flexibility in curricula at Rollins to
glean a holistic understanding of how sociological
systems influence the health and well-being of
communities,” says Deihl, who will begin a master’s
program at the Yale School of Public Health this
fall. “I owe a great deal of my success to the
opportunities available at Rollins as well as to the
faculty and staff who have ceaselessly supported
me throughout my academic journey.”

CHANGEMAKING
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The Advocate
As a high school student, Cristina Toppin ’21 was
the victim of an assault, and she was still embroiled
in the criminal justice system during her first few
months at Rollins. Faculty like art history professor
MacKenzie Moon Ryan and sociology professor
Amy McClure along with former director of external
scholarship advisement Jayashree Shivamoggi
drew out the confidence she needed to stand
up for herself and the determination to prevent
others from going through the same thing with no
resources or advocates.
It was this consistent mentorship that helped
Toppin become the first Tar ever to land a spot in
Harvard Kennedy School’s prestigious Public Policy
Leadership Conference, where she learned from
social activists like former NAACP president Cornell
Brooks. The double major in political science and
religious studies went on to advocate for racial and
gender equality on three continents, researching
ways to make taxi rides safer for women in Namibia,
developing briefs on social policies in Australia,
and lending her voice to everything from the Latin
American Student Association to Voices for Women
right here on campus.
“My Rollins experience was shaped by diverse
opportunities that coalesced around one theme:
inclusive, equitable service,” says Toppin, who
will start a master’s in public policy at Rutgers
University in August. “Through the peers, faculty
mentors, and friends I met around the world, I
learned how systemic social issues intersect across
time, space, cultures, and academic disciplines. I
look forward to ensuring that the most marginalized
people at these intersections are able to spearhead
efforts for public policy change.”

MENTORSHIP
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CRITICAL THINKING

The Executive
Only at Rollins would an international business major write
a comic book about her collegiate experience for her senior
capstone project. As Neny Lairet ’21 reflected on her four
years at Rollins—through both humor and drama—she saw
meaningful markers of success take shape.
Perhaps the most pivotal waypoint on her journey
came in fall 2019 when Lairet’s mentor and former Rollins
business professor Allen Kupetz connected her to an
internship at Knoza Consulting, a local optimization
startup founded by alumnus Adam Schwartz ’10 ’12MBA.
Lairet got a crash course in e-commerce, drawing on
critical-thinking, presentation, and communication skills
she had learned at Rollins as she developed proficiencies
in product listing optimization, compliance requirements,
and data analysis.
Fast-forward two years and two promotions, and
Lairet now works full-time at Knoza as a client services

manager and has earned the full confidence of Schwartz,
who referred to her as a “teammate who can think,
communicate, and grow.” It’s a success story she
credits to the future-proof foundation she formed at
Rollins—from serving as president of the Business Student
Leadership Council to volunteering at BASE Camp
Children’s Cancer Foundation.
“As a first-year student, I knew I wanted to major in
international business, but I wasn’t quite sure where that
path would take me,” says Lairet. “At orientation, we were
encouraged to get involved on campus and try out as
many things as possible, which pushed me to join the
Business Student Leadership Council, get an on-campus
job, become a peer mentor, and serve as a social media
ambassador for the College. My initial doubts were replaced
by getting involved in my major, on campus, and in the
larger local community.”

Share Your Light
When you hire a Rollins grad, you’re gaining a team member who will bring value to your organization from day one. Have a
job opportunity or internship to share? Fill out a brief form at rollins.college/opportunities, and a member of the Career & Life
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By Rob Humphreys ’16MBA | Photo by Scott Cook

A Level Playing Field
Neil Otto ’05 helped create a unique partnership that gives
teaching aides a pathway to classrooms of their own.
Former teacher Neil Otto ’05 had a deeply personal pathway to
Rollins. Now he’s inspiring other educators by removing roadblocks
and creating new pathways to their dreams.
Ironically enough, Otto’s path began with playing a little hooky
from school.
To celebrate his 11th birthday, Otto spent the day at Rollins with
his brother, Todd Bequette ’93. They went to taekwondo and science
class, played frisbee on Mills Lawn, watched a baseball game, hung out
with friends. It was the best day of the young man’s life, and he fell in
love with the idea of being a Tar.
Not unlike the paraeducators he’s helping today through Rollins’
innovative Pathways to Teaching program with Orange County Public
Schools (OCPS), Otto didn’t take a traditional path to campus. In his
case, grades were an issue coming out of high school—plus, he’d be
footing the bill for his college expenses. So, after getting his start at
Valencia College, he transferred to Rollins’ Hamilton Holt School and
majored in economics.
Otto began his career at Title I elementary schools before moving
to human resources and talent acquisition in the OCPS district office.
Knowing the desire of many teaching assistants to earn their fouryear degrees, he became the driving force behind a new program for
paraeducators with at least 60 credit hours or an associate’s degree.
Pathways to Teaching launched in 2019 with 14 students in the
Holt school’s education program. All 14 are still enrolled, and 10
became part of the first graduating class this past December. The
second cohort started in August 2020 with 21 students, and the third
is in the planning stages. Rollins is also exploring expanding the
program to Seminole County Public Schools.
For his exceptional leadership to the College and his community
through volunteerism and service activities, Otto received Rollins’
2021 Alumni Service Award.
“When I started in the recruitment office at OCPS, I had always
wanted to work with Rollins in some way,” says Otto. “So I met
with Micki Meyer [Lord Family assistant vice president for student
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affairs – community], and we started having organic conversations
about how we could take paraeducators to the next level. Our
thinking was, ‘These are dedicated professionals in schools who are
in high-need areas. Why not try to help them overcome the hurdles
they couldn’t get over by themselves?’”
One of the biggest hurdles was the requirement that
paraeducators complete an unpaid internship.
“When you’re working full time with kids of your own, having
no income is not an option,” explains Otto. “So we got together with
some people at the district office and found a way to pay for incentives
like books and a laptop. We also pay their normal hourly rate while
they’re doing their internship and guarantee them an instructional
position with the district once they graduate. After we got those
pieces together, we had some bigger meetings and organized it more
for moving the program forward.”
The initial response to the program was overwhelming, with over
100 paraeducators showing up to the first informational meeting.
Even through the pandemic, interest has remained strong.
“These are people who have always wanted to be teachers,”
says Otto. “And you don’t go into education for the money. You do
it because you feel you can make an impact in students’ lives and in
your community. So they’re hopeful for their degree and finishing
something they started a long time ago.”
In addition to serving as a major catalyst for the Pathways to
Teaching program, Otto also frequently volunteers his time and
expertise through the College’s Center for Career & Life Planning
(CCLP), helping Rollins students progress on their own paths to
personal and professional success.
“I would say that Neil is our single-most engaged alum with
regard to sharing his experience in order to support students’ career
development,” says Norah Pérez, director of experiential learning in
CCLP. “Along with being a dependable resource for students, he’s also
incredibly open and approachable, meeting students where they are.
He’s an invaluable career champion.”
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My Rollins Gateway

A Pillar of Progress
By Adrienne Egolf | Portraits by Natalie Chitwood

Aditya Mahara ’12’s path through Rollins was defined by both the
opportunities he seized and those he created for himself.
You might think that a person like Aditya Mahara ’12—a
Rollins Cornell Scholar who earned a PhD in engineering
from Dartmouth and is now a product manager at
AstraZeneca—would have spent his time in college laserfocused on academics. And your assumption wouldn’t be
wrong exactly—just incomplete.
“Coming from Nepal,” says Mahara, “everything felt
like a great opportunity to me—the community, the service
aspect, the friendships. I learned to exercise this muscle of
gratitude. And I ended up being quite involved at Rollins.”
A physics major, Mahara knew going into college
that he wanted to pursue a career in the medical field.
But he wasn’t sure where that path would lead, and he
embraced every chance to explore all the opportunities
available to him at Rollins. He joined the X Club fraternity
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and spent spring breaks in places like the Bahamas
working with special-needs children. In Rollins’ very
own anechoic chamber, he conducted original research
on acoustics and optics through the College’s StudentFaculty Collaborative Scholarship Program. He teamed up
with a fellow classmate to co-found Making Lives Better, a
service club that traveled to Nepal to focus on improving
community health and education.
“My education at Rollins was not just about
enhancing knowledge, but rather enhancing life skills and
then acquiring knowledge as a byproduct,” he says.
From conducting research on campus to learning what
it really takes to effect change in communities across the
globe, explore some of the transformative waypoints on
Mahara’s personalized pathway through Rollins.

Future-Proof Foundation
“I never thought I’d wind up at a pharma company
making software products when I was at Rollins.”
Mahara reflects on how even before he knew where he
wanted to go, Rollins was preparing him for the path
ahead. His physics curriculum was rigorous, building
one lesson on top of the next, and his classes across
disciplines routinely required collaboration. In his
position at AstraZeneca, Mahara leads development of
a medical software device, working with experts from
across company sectors. “I love engineering, design, and
business, so I find it so fortunate that my role allows me
to combine all these passions in my day-to-day work.”

Mentorship, Mastered
“[Physics professor] Thom Moore was my mentor, my
advisor, my teacher. I remember learning so much from him
beyond physics. It wasn’t just about memorizing a formula.”
Mahara worked alongside Moore studying the physics of
the Himalayan singing bowl, which is said to aid in healing.
It seems apt, since his research was focused on acoustics,
that learning to listen was one of his biggest takeaways.
“Listening to diverse perspectives was the norm at Rollins.
In the years since, I’ve often been tagged as ‘the listener.’
People like to explore ideas with someone who listens.”

Rollins Ready

Liberal Arts in Action
When Mahara approached an advisor about service learning
opportunities that aligned with his childhood experience of
distributing medicine in rural Nepal, she told him no such
programs existed and that he should start one. “It had never
even occurred to me that I could organize my own club,
fundraise, and take students to Nepal. It really felt like I had
no limits at Rollins.” He co-founded Making Lives Better with
his fellow fraternity brothers. “I’m proud that we got a lot of
people from Rollins involved in international work. I learned
how to take initiative, to not be afraid of starting something
new, which I apply now in my career.”

Looking back, Mahara says he realizes more
each day how the lessons he learned and
the experiences he had at Rollins prepared
him for the life he’s leading now. “At Rollins,
I had people who cared about me. Inside the
classroom and out, I learned core skills like
discipline, teamwork, and listening. Nobody
knows what jobs will even exist in five years.
Jobs can change, but skills can be applied to
any field. It’s those things you can take for the
future. Rollins teaches you all of that.”

Turn to page 32 to explore more
stories of how Rollins Gateway
prepares our students for success.

Rollins.edu | 41

Photo by Mike Watters

The softball team secured gifts from 135 donors,
placing it atop the Athletics Leaderboard.

Rallying for Rollins
On Giving Day 2021, the Rollins community came together to rally
around our students when they needed it most.
In a year marked by challenges and uncertainty, the Rollins
community rallied record-breaking support around our students
on Giving Day 2021—whether it was from a computer screen in
California or masked-up and socially distanced here on campus.
On March 30, more than 1,500 members of the Rollins family
came together to provide support for everything from immediate
financial assistance and opportunities for hands-on learning to
strengthening our tradition of academic and athletic excellence.
Your generosity contributed nearly $482,000 to The Rollins
Annual Fund, an increase of almost $300,000 from 2019—a
remarkable testament to the collective strength and resilience of
our community.
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Giving Day impacted over 60 areas of campus and engaged more
than 150 alumni to serve as ambassadors for this changemaking
Rollins tradition. Athletics supporters competed fiercely to claim
one of the top 5 slots on the leaderboard, and in the first-ever classyear competition, the Class of 2023 led the day with 69 donors.
Across designations, your gifts to The Rollins Annual Fund open
doors to transformative opportunities for our students as they
journey toward meaningful lives and productive careers.
In your generosity lies the promise that Rollins students represent—
the promise of a brighter tomorrow. There are countless stories to
tell of how your gifts—both on Giving Day and year-round—make a
difference in the lives of our students. Here are a few of our favorites.

By Kelsey Uhl ’15 ’20MBA | Photos by Scott Cook

Thanks to you, Isaac Gorres ’21 is charting his own unique
career path to personal and professional success. A generous
financial aid package opened doors for Gorres that helped him
land a spot in a prestigious master’s program in biology at Radboud
University on his journey to a career in contemporary art conservation.

Thanks to you, Marybelle Doe ’21 is fulfilling her dream
of becoming a classroom teacher. Through the Hamilton
Holt School’s Pathways to Teaching program, Doe—who has served
as a teaching aide since 2008—will be part of a pipeline of licensed
teachers at Title 1 schools that need them the most.

Thanks to you, Molly von Eschenbach ’21 is putting her
communication skills to work as a copywriter for Major
League Soccer club Atlanta United. As a defender on the
women’s soccer team and a communication major, Eschenbach honed
skills in critical thinking, leadership, and collaboration both on and off
the field.

Thanks to you, Dominic Adomakoh ’21 ’22 MBA is earning
the No. 1 MBA in Florida at Rollins’ Crummer Graduate
School of Business. This budding entrepreneur is gaining skills
both in and outside the classroom in economic development,
finance, real estate, and marketing to drive positive social impact
through business.

Thanks to you, Marcus Mosquera ’22 has the opportunity
to learn by doing. As a transfer student, one of his first
experiences at Rollins included conducting fieldwork everywhere
from the east coast of Florida to Northern California as part of a
series of immersive environmental studies courses.

Thanks to you, Rollins is the No. 1 regional university in
the South. Alumni participation is a key component of college
rankings like U.S. News & World Report’s annual rankings of the
nation’s best colleges. Your generous gifts support current and future
Tars, but they also enhance the prestige of your Rollins degree.

Visit rollins.college/giving to see how your gifts to The Rollins
Annual Fund are making a difference in the lives of our students.
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Teeing It Up
Hall of Fame women’s golf coach Julie Garner is guaranteeing a long-term
victory for Rollins with a planned gift that’s as personal as it is generous.
Julie Garner opens the back of a custom Sprinter van and hoists a
60-pound bag of luggage into the rear storage compartment. Rollins’
head women’s golf coach is a legend. She’s won an unprecedented
six national titles and owns a spot in the Women’s Golf Coaches
Association Hall of Fame. But for these next few days she’s a selfappointed chauffeur, driving players to Orlando International
Airport. This morning Garner is shuttling one of her studentathletes to catch a flight home to Sweden.
“You sure you have everything?” asks Garner before also making
sure the player’s seatbelt is fastened. As Garner says, “My first
priority is to make sure every player gets safely from point A [the
Rollins campus] to point B [home].”
The point B yesterday was Sweden. Tomorrow a player will fly
home to Germany. Garner cherishes the 40-minute rides, even if
they are bittersweet.
“The relationships are more important than ever,” she says. “I
want to win, but I’m not as intense as when I started at the age of 21—
although I’m not sure my current team would think that’s possible.”
Back in 1984 Garner had no idea the girls were absorbing
her lessons about life. In fact, she left Rollins twice for enticing
corporate jobs: Disney in 1987 and Nike 10 years later. But
something about Rollins kept pulling her back.
“I missed the energy,” she says. “Whenever I’d leave or hear
about a coaching position at a bigger school, I’d think about the
mission at Rollins to prepare students for global citizenship. That’s
me. And the golf course is a great place to prepare them.”
Garner gathered golf-is-life analogies from her own mentor,
Rollins alumna and golf legend Peggy Kirk Bell ’43, who would say,
The ball doesn’t lie. Wherever your shot lands will tell you what you
did right or wrong.
“That’s how life works,” says Garner. “Learn from your mistake and
fix it next time, but for now … you need to figure a way out of this mess.”
One of Garner’s messiest situations happened after her first
year at Auburn when the new athletic director dropped women’s golf.
“I only had a few weeks to figure out a new path,” says Garner,
who transferred to Auburn’s in-state rival, Alabama. “Golf taught me
resilience, and I used it to make something good happen.”
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Garner knows that the world is different for today’s studentathletes. It’s smaller and faster. She understands the demands on
the players’ time, a pressure she feels as a coach too. It feeds into
another of her favorite life lessons.
“You’ll have time for what you want to have time for. So think
about investing your time rather than spending it.”
She applies the same wisdom to money, which led her to set
up a planned gift of her estate to Rollins College. Specifically,
the money will endow a women’s assistant golf coach position
well into the future.
“It isn’t the type of gift Rollins expected,” says Garner. “But I
know the needs from my peek behind the curtain. The money won’t
go toward uniforms or equipment. The vision is much bigger and
longer-range than that.”
Garner’s assistant coaches have freed her up to focus on bigger
projects and to work with every player to make differences in their
own communities. One former player served food to underserved
people in Brazil during the COVID-19 pandemic. One is a social
worker in New York. Another works at the nonprofit First Tee,
weaving lessons about life into golf just like a certain coach and
mentor she once had.
“You never know when you might be getting through,” she says.
A while back she received a package from a former player who
had seemed impervious to her lessons. In it was the book Tuesdays
with Morrie, which details the impacts of a college professor on
the author later in life. The card inside read, “Thank you for your
patience, Coach Garner. You’re my Morrie.”
The note surprised Garner. It also inspired her.
“The endowment gives me the peace of mind that future Rollins
coaches will not miss teachable moments because they’re too busy
doing the work of two coaches.”
As she turns the van toward the Rollins campus, she says she
wants to stress two points. One is a joke: “Sadly, I’m now worth much
more to Rollins dead than I am alive.” And the other is a pay-itforward thought: “I hope this will motivate others to give so we can
send Rollins students into the world to make a difference. When it
comes to that, I’m all in.”

TOP 5 BENEFITS
OF PLANNED
GIVING
IT COSTS NOTHING NOW
A planned gift allows you to
support a cause without giving
anything you need while alive.

YOU CAN GIVE MORE
THAN YOU REALIZE
Donors who could never imagine
giving $10,000 or more can
do exactly that through life
insurance or a gift annuity.

YOUR GIFT COULD BE DOUBLED
Let’s say you designate $250,000
to beneficiaries through a
Charitable Remainder Unitrust
(CRUT) and they receive the
5 percent earnings from the
CRUT per year for 20 years. The
entire principle of $250,000 is
still left for a charity.

TAX BENEFITS
A planned gift can be funded
through an IRA, stocks, or
personal property, greatly
reducing tax burdens.

YOU BECOME A CLOVERLEAF
LEGACY SOCIETY MEMBER
You join a prestigious group at
Rollins with exclusive invitations
to events and recognition on the
College’s Honor Roll of Donors.
For additional information on
the benefits of planned giving
and to learn more about how to
leave a planned gift to Rollins,
contact Beth Fontes, senior
director of gift planning, at
407-646-2508 or
efontes@rollins.edu.
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CLASS
NEWS
What’s the Word?
Susan Olson ’66 recently published
“Quinn’s Discovery Series,” a new
children’s book series inspired by her
grandson, Quinn, which includes three
short-story collections.

Family Milestones
Laurie Fornabai ’74 retired from practicing
law for a new role as a full-time vacationer
enjoying time with her children and
grandchildren at her homes in Naples,
Florida, and Lake Oconee, Georgia.
Lindsay (Estelle) Joyce ’03 and her
husband, Sean, welcomed their son, James
Robert, into the world on 11/11/20. James
joins big brother, Colin, who is over the
moon about having a little brother.
On their 12th wedding anniversary,
August 9, 2020, Kristin (Dolson) ’06
and Dieter Hinrichs ’06 ’07MBA
welcomed a baby boy named Jackson
Alexander Hinrichs.

Charting New Paths
Living her motto that it’s never too
late to fulfill a lifelong goal, Betsy
Blocker ’70 graduated from Palm Beach
Atlantic University with a master’s of science
in leadership in August 2020. Blocker’s
mentor, Craig Domeck, served as the
director of full-time MBA programs and
admission for Rollins’ Crummer Graduate
School of Business for four years.

Author Eric Von Jares ’74 ’75MSM recently
wrote Find the Work You Love: The 9-Step
Job Breakthrough to help new graduates
and seasoned professionals alike find
fulfilling work in today’s economy. He
also penned Chronicles of a Romantic,
which captures 50 years of life experience
through poetry.
Pete Blank ’03MHR published his second
book, 55 Ways to Add Disney Magic to Your
Organization, a comprehensive guide to
creating a thriving environment within your
own company.
Last year, Brittany Edwards ’17 published
her first book, Taiwan: An Underrated
Paradise (Diary of a Traveling Black Woman:
A Guide to International Travel), to great
acclaim on Amazon.com, where it ranked
as the No. 1 new release in “Taiwan Travel
Guides” and “Solo Travel.”

46 | Summer 2021

After serving AdventHealth in various
capacities for 30 years, Randy Haffner
’92MBA was named president and CEO
of the hospital network’s Central Florida
Division. Haffner will oversee the strategic
direction, development, and expansion
of the entire division, which includes 18
campuses across seven counties.
Layna Mosley ’93 began a professorship at
Princeton University’s School of Public and
International Affairs and in the institution’s
Department of Politics after spending 16
years as a professor at the University of
North Carolina at Chapel Hill. Her research
focuses on politics of the global economy.
Scott Filter ’02 accepted a new position as
program manager in the Office of Students
and Young Consumers at the Consumer
Financial Protection Bureau.
Liefke Meyers ’06 ’14MLS was recently
appointed to the position of vice president
of development at the Foundation
Academy, a private educational facility
operating under the largest ministry of the
First Baptist Church of Winter Garden.

Fielding Success
After two decades of success both on and off the field, Tony Amato ’00 has been
named head coach of the women’s soccer team at the University of Florida. Amato
began his collegiate coaching career at Rollins, becoming the winningest coach
in the history of the College’s women’s soccer team. As a Tar, Amato was the first
student-athlete to be named Sunshine State Conference (SCC) Player of the Year,
and his record still stands among Rollins’ career top 10. Most recently, Amato
served as head women’s soccer coach at the University of Arizona, returning
the program to NCAA tournament success and guiding student-athletes to allconference, all-region, and academic success.

Honor Roll
Robert “Bob” C. Lewis Jr. ’67 ’68MBA received the 2021 Bob Jones Award, the United States
Golf Association’s (USGA) highest honor, just shortly before his passing on March 23.
Adis Vila ’74 was selected for the inaugural class of the Herndon Directors Institute, a joint
effort by The Herndon Foundation and NASDAQ to place people of color on the boards of
companies listed on NASDAQ.

Stewart Parker ’02 was recognized as Orange
County Public Schools 2020-21 Teacher of the
Year for his contributions to his students at the
Winter Park Ninth Grade Center. Parker is in the
running for the statewide Teacher of the Year
honor, which will be named in August.

“

Ties That Bind
Alumni Board member
Sanda Ursone ’68 and her husband,
John ’67 ’68MAT, named their new
boat Fiat Lux in honor of their
alma mater.
Former classmates and Lambda Chi
fraternity brothers Jeff Birtch ’68
and Dan Keil ’69 recently reunited
in Siesta Key, Florida. These lifelong
friends of 56 years have stayed
in touch throughout the years at
family gatherings, vacations, and
Rollins reunions and are looking
forward to Alumni Weekend 2022.

I want students to leave my class
transformed. I want them to have a larger
worldview, to appreciate their place in life
more, and to be global citizens.

”

— Stewart Parker ’02, Orange County Teacher of the Year

Camilo Garzón ’15 was recently awarded the inaugural San Francisco Foundation/Nomadic
Press Literary Award for poetry.

Rollins’ assistant women’s basketball coach Kourtnie Berry ’12 received Orlando Business
Journal’s 2021 Diversity in Business award. Berry seeks to foster a safe, inclusive campus
environment through her role on Rollins’ Diversity Council and as a Diversity and Inclusion
Facilitator. Last year, Berry founded Athletes 4 Change at Rollins to provide student-athletes
a forum for discussing social justice issues.
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Evelyne Smith Maughs ’39
October 1, 2020

In Memory
Having devoted her life to service, music,
and the stewardship of her husband’s
legacy, acclaimed concert pianist
Joanne Rogers ’50 ’05H is now reunited
with her beloved husband and everyone’s
favorite neighbor, Fred Rogers ’51 ’74H, who
passed away in 2003.

“

I don’t know anyone
who Joanne didn’t
relate to. She was
perfect company,
and she was the
same to everybody
she ever met.

”

— Jeannine Morrison ’51, former
classmate and piano-duet partner

Mary Branning Walker ’48
November 14, 2020
Martha Keiter Arbogast ’49
November 14, 2020
Calvin L. Beard ’49
December 24, 2020
Nathan N. Copeland ’50 P’79 P’81 P’87
October 12, 2020
Joanne Byrd Rogers ’50 ’05H P’81
January 14, 2021
Judge Peter Fay ’51
January 31, 2021
James W. Key ’52
December 29, 2020
Jerry R. Griggs ’54
March 20, 2021
Jeanne Rogers Tauscher ’56 P’82
September 26, 2020
Richard P. Bernard ’56
October 21, 2020
Leroy H. Oetjen Jr. ’58 P’85
October 20, 2020
Roberto Muvdi ’58 P’89
November 11, 2020
Sue Baxter Geiger ’60
February 17, 2021
Charles W. Morley Jr. ’60
March 10, 2021
Virginia Butler Smith ’60
December 31, 2020
Jane Goodnow Duvall ’61
November 26, 2020
John E. Harkness ’61
December 7, 2020
Roger D. Ray ’62 P’06
April 2, 2021
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Revered coach and tennis great
Norm Copeland ’50’s magnetic
leadership style and unmatched
accomplishments leave an enduring
impact at Rollins and beyond.

“

Norm was coaching even
when he wasn’t coaching. He
knew how to build confidence
and taught me that both
tennis and life are full of
challenges and setbacks, but
if you stay in the game, great
things can happen.
— Dan Sallick ’91,
1991 national tennis champion

Elizabeth Jones Kamrad ’64
January 12, 2021
Daniel L. Carr ’64 P’03
April 9, 2021
Cornelia L. Carey ’65
October 29, 2020
Robert C. Lewis Jr. ’67 ’69MBA
March 23, 2021
William W. Warren ’68
March 11, 2021
John H. Pinder V ’68 ’69MBA
February 17, 2021
Charles S. Case ’68 ’70MBA
September 13, 2020
Ruth E. Anderson McNeill ’69MAT
September 18, 2020

Eugene J. Curtis III ’69 ’70MBA
November 26, 2020

Joseph Schott ’76
March 10, 2021

William C. Berkmeyer ’91
September 13, 2020

Wiley T. Buchanan III ’69 ’71MCS
March 7, 2021

Andrew M. Stephens ’78
March 12, 2021

Thelma T. Tadlock ’94
November 18, 2020

George H. Darfus ’70MCS ’77MAT ’79EDS
November 28, 2020

Jacqueline L. Hayes ’79MED
November 24, 2020

Dympna M. Smith ’96
January 6, 2021

Carleta Shores Wilson ’70 ’71MED ’76EDS
October 20, 2020

Johnnie J. Collins Reynolds ’79MSCJ
January 25, 2021

Amy M. Quinn ’01
September 4, 2020

David M. Leuschner ’70 ’71MCS
December 10, 2020

Philip G. Ramer ’79MSCJ
January 5, 2021

Miriam R. Howe ’70
September 15, 2020

Arthur C. McGraw ’79 ’80MSCJ
September 30, 2020

Barbara Jones Foote ’71MAT
September 15, 2020

Tracy L. Tabor ’79
September 13, 2020

Madge C. Fortney Trick ’71
September 12, 2020

Leslie J. Waltke ’79
January 1, 2021

Kay Jordan Poitras ’72MAT
January 6, 2021

Jane H. Leighton ’81
October 27, 2020

Therese F. Schick ’73MAT
March 21, 2021

Nancy Couvillion Bloodwell ’81
January 2, 2021

Ronnie M. Kirin ’73
March 25, 2021

Debra Smith Wright ’82MED ’84EDS
October 17, 2020

Robert R. MacDonald Jr. ’75MED
November 23, 2020

Nancy Gotschalk Nash ’84
October 12, 2020

Louis E. Ingram ’75
October 23, 2020

Betty G. Gillespie ’85
March 18, 2021

Hortense Givings Evans ’76EDS
December 13, 2020

Thomas R. Croft ’86
March 19, 2021

“

Legal titan and beloved alumnus
Judge Peter Fay ’51, who helped
found the waterskiing team at Rollins
and served as a federal judge for
half a century, passed away this past
February at the age of 92.

“

Peter was just the best of
what a Rollins graduate
carries away. He emanated
the soul of the College with
goodness, eminence, and care
for the law.
— Rita Bornstein ’04 ’04HAL,
Rollins president emerita

One of Rollins’ greatest golfers, Bob Lewis ’67 ’69MBA, passed away
in March shortly after receiving the 2021 Bob Jones Award, one of the
sport’s most coveted honors.

”

When you talk about the tradition of excellence of
Rollins golf, Bob Lewis is chief among the pillars of the
game. His presence here brought other great golfers to
Winter Park, and that path continues today.
— Julie Garner, Rollins head women’s golf coach
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By Rob Humphreys ’16MBA | Photo by Scott Cook

What I’ve Learned:
Ryan DeVos ’13
A Rollins education prepared this
alum to follow in his family’s Magic
footsteps, then chart a new path
for Orlando’s NBA franchise.
With a grandfather (Richard DeVos) who co-founded
Amway and owned the Orlando Magic, a father
(Dick DeVos) who was Magic president and CEO, and a
mother (Betsy DeVos) who served as U.S. secretary of
education, Ryan DeVos ’13 absorbed a lifetime
of lessons around the dinner table.
But this next-generation DeVos has plenty of wisdom to
share from his own professional journey, leveraging his
Rollins international business degree to successfully carve
out a fascinating niche in the family business.
For the past four years, DeVos has been pioneering an
emerging intersection of sports entertainment and pop
culture known as the NBA 2K League. As director of
Magic Gaming, he oversaw the franchise’s official team of
professional video-game players—and when the quarantine
shuttered the NBA in spring 2020, viewership doubled thanks
to live-streams on ESPN 2, the ESPN app, and ESPN.com.
DeVos was recently promoted to the Magic’s vice
president of shareholder engagement, where he will
help the third generation of family ownership—a “cousin
consortium,” as he calls it—“make sure we’re doing right
by the organization and the community.”
Speaking of the community, you can find DeVos serving
his alma mater on the Department of Business Advisory
Council, as a mentor in the Career Champions mentorship
program, and working with the new Rollins esports team.
We recently had the opportunity to sit down with
DeVos to talk about the lessons he’s learned at home,
at Rollins, and on the (virtual) hardwood.

My family taught me to plan out next steps and guide things
accordingly. It’s a lot easier to form a strategic plan and understand the steps
to get there if you’re looking a mile down the road.
Being entrepreneurial definitely runs in my DNA. Both sides of my
family have always believed in the power of creating and building. Take risks,
keep on trying, and don’t be afraid of failure—and learn from those failures.
At Rollins, the things that really stood out to me were having
small class sizes and a personal relationship with faculty. Some
people can get away with being a number in a big classroom of 200 or 1,000,
but for my learning style, it was crucial to have access to faculty and learn off
the cuff from them.
The international business program was really well done, and
they’ve expanded on it a lot since I graduated. You develop fundamental business
skills you’re going to use regardless of what field you’re going into, whether it’s
accounting or economics or leadership. Just having a feel for the economy of
the world, how things happen, how geopolitical decisions can shift the overall
outlook—that bigger-picture approach set me up for thinking more holistically.
Rollins will teach you the power of teamwork and diverse thinking.
There’s a lot we did as small teams in the international business program, and
having people from different walks of life with different input and ways of
thinking was crucial. That carries through with me today.
Magic Gaming was like a startup through and through. It required
broad-stroke entrepreneurial thinking and execution of ideas—from laying out
initial marketing plans to hiring, building your team, and going from there with a
go-to-market strategy—regardless of being in the larger Orlando Magic ecosystem.
The pandemic really gave us an opportunity to do remote play with
Magic Gaming. That’s kind of what’s next for the NBA 2K League as a whole:
How do we engage our fan base through remote gameplay? And how do we grow
our allegiance for Magic Gaming but even more so for our players?
Just being in Orlando and being an asset to Rollins is crucial. It’s a
real opportunity to affect the lives and careers of young and promising students,
and it’s just the right thing to do. It’s good to be helpful. And I learn a lot from it too.
I get connected with younger folks who open up my eyes to new ways of thinking.
Rollins.edu | 51

Rollins College
1000 Holt Ave. - 2729
Winter Park, FL 32789-4409
CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

We’re excited to welcome you back to your alma mater for
ALUMNI WEEKEND 2022! This spring, we’ll gather in person once
again to celebrate both your time as a Tar and the future of Rollins College.
Where we’re going we might not need roads, but we do need you, so hop in
the time machine, rev it up to 88 mph, and set the circuits for March 24,
2022, for an Alumni Weekend to remember.

Save the Date

Class Reunions

March 24–27, 2022

1952 • 1957 • 1962 • 1967 • 1972 • 1977 • 1982• 1987 • 1992
1997 • 2002 • 2007 • 2012 • 2017 • 2021

Celebrating 50 Years
We’re welcoming back the classes of 1970, 1971, and
1972 for the first-ever joint 50th reunion.
1 | Summer 2021

Affinity Reunions
Men’s Tennis • Student Media (WPRK, The Sandspur,
The Independent, Brushing) • Chi Psi • Non Compis Mentis
Black Student Union • Men’s & Women’s Swimming

